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to serve in arranging building districts and appropriate regulations and 
restrictions to be enforced in each. These commissions will work under 
the same office staff and every, effort will be made to prevent duplica- 
tion of work and to coordinate all schemes in developing a city plan. 

A. M. H. 

Municipal Ice Plants. A little more than a year ago there was only 
one municipal ice plant actually operating in the United States; now, 
however, there are several and all report such favorable returns and 
results that the field of ice manufacture and sale appears to be promis- 
ing for municipal enterprise. In addition to the plant at Weatherford, 
Okla., there are at present establishments at New Britain, Conn., La- 
fayette, Ala., and Fernandina, Fla., with one in process of building at 
Mayo, Fla. Reports from these places show reductions in cost to 
consumers and good quality of ice provided. Furthermore, active 
measures are being taken towards similar undertakings in other places. 
Under the auspices of the League of Kansas Municipalities the effort is 
being made to secure from the legislature of the State a grant of power 
which will permit municipalities to establish and operate ice plants. 
In Illinois, as well, a measure to allow cities and villages to establish 
markets and to acquire or build ice houses for supplying ice to their 
inhabitants is to be submitted to the legislature in order to remove the 
constitutional obstacles in the way of such an undertaking in Chicago. 
Several attempts towards municipal ice-making have been made in 
New York City, but none has been put through. Akin to this activity 
is another which is urged for New York City — a municipal cold storage 
plant, not only for dealers, but for householders as well. Such a fa- 
cility is already provided in Cleveland in connection with its new mu- 
nicipal market. Here refrigeration is supplied to marketmen and cold- 
storage space is rented to commission merchants and to householders. 
Thus it is possible to buy at the municipal market any amount of pro- 
visions, when they are cheap and plentiful, and store them there for a 
nominal charge, to be used when prices have risen. 

A. M. H. 

Purchasing Department. Pending the passage of the bill to establish 
a central purchasing agency for New York City, purchase of supplies 
is being undertaken by the mayor's central purchasing committee ap- 
pointed last November. Should the bill, which was introduced by 
Mayor Mitchel, fail to become effective, the present committee will be 



566 THE AMEEICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE BEVIEW 

allowed, for the present at least, to contract for all supplies, materials, 
and equipment needed by the departments, bureaus and offices which 
come under the supervision of the mayor and of any others who wish 
to cooperate. The committee's chairman is City Chamberlain Bruere, 
and with him are associated departmental representatives who have had 
experience in purchasing. These latter are divided into sub-commit- 
tees, each of which is responsible for the preparation of the contract 
schedule of a specific department, and acts in an advisory capacity on 
all matters relating to the purchase and handling of the supplies of its 
particular department. Already contracts have been made for a good 
many of the larger quantities of articles and have insured a consider- 
able saving of money to the city, as, for example, in the case of the con- 
tract to supply three million quarts of milk to various departments 
during the six summer months at a reduction of over $30,000 as com- 
pared with the last prices paid. A. M. H. 

Regulation of the Jitney Bus. In this connection a word might be 
said on the progress of this mode of transportation — the jitney bus. 
We read of its regulation throughout the land, in El Paso, Texas, Koch- 
ester, N. Y., Tucson, Ariz., Washington, D. C, Annapolis, Md., Den- 
ver, Colo., Superior, Wis., Warren, R. I., and in the cities of Tennessee. 
It has resulted in a lowering of street-car fares in Vincennes, Ind. ; the 
street railway company in Paducah, Ky., and in Springfield, Mass. 
has been obliged to reduce its expenses in order to offset the cut in profits 
due to jitney busses, in the latter case by a reduction in salaries paid 
to employees; while in Harrisburg, Pa., and in Richmond, Va., the 
street railway company has itself undertaken to operate jitneys. State- 
wide jitney bills have been killed by the Massachusetts and by the 
Pennsylvania legislatures. In Philadelphia the six hundred cars in its 
jitney service have been placed under police protection and supervision 
in order to relieve traffic congestion. Order and temperance in the use 
of the jitney bus are fast becoming the rule, however, and this chiefly 
by forcing out drivers who cannot provide themselves with a substantial 
bond. Bonds vary in amount: in Little Rock, Ark., operatives must 
furnish a bond of $2000; in Louisville, Ky., $5000; and in San Diego, 
Cal., the amount is $10,000. Jitney busses first made their appear- 
ance in Vancouver, British Columbia, in January, 1915. Two months 
later there were over three hundred and fifty operating, and the Van- 
couver Auto Public Service Association was formed shortly afterward. 
Considerable opposition is encountered in Vancouver, however, because 



